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CASE Statement condemning Greek developer’s
SLAPPs against Save los Association

The Coalition Against SLAPPs in Europe (CASE) condemns the ongoing lawsuits initiated by
Angelos Michalopoulos and his companies and associates against Save los Association
(SIA), a non-profit organisation dedicated to protecting the environment and cultural heritage
of los Island, Greece. These lawsuits, recognised by CASE as Strategic Lawsuits Against
Public Participation (SLAPPSs), relate to matters of public interest, including alleged
environmental violations and the denial of access to public spaces.

Currently, SIA faces multiple SLAPPs, including a penal case where a prison sentence is
being sought for publishing information disclosed during a public trial. In another pending
case, companies associated with Mr. Michalopoulos allege "unfair competition" because SIA
reported on environmental violations and the denial of public access related to their
properties. These meritless legal actions are aimed at stifling legitimate criticism and public
participation, ultimately silencing SIA's advocacy work. Furthermore, they create a chilling
effect that discourages public debate and deters individuals and organisations from speaking
out against environmental illegalities in the Cycladic islands and all over Greece.

This is not the first time Save los Association has faced such legal harassment. In 2023,
Save los successfully defended against a similar SLAPP lawsuit brought by Mr.
Michalopoulos, with the court recognising the Association's legitimate interest in protecting
los's environment and confirming the truthfulness of their reporting. This victory
demonstrates the baseless nature of these lawsuits and underscores the importance of
fighting back against SLAPPs. While Mr. Michalopoulos was ordered by the court to
compensate Save los for legal costs, he has not yet done so, two years after the conviction.

CASE stands in solidarity with Save los Association and calls for;

1. The rapid and robust transposition of the EU's Anti-SLAPP Directive, in line with the
standards articulated by the Council of Europe in its recommendation of April 2024.

2. The investigation of the alleged environmental violations and denial of access to
public spaces on los Island, and appropriate action to protect the environment and
the public interest.

3. Vigilance by the Greek judiciary in identifying and addressing SLAPP lawsuits,
ensuring that the right to freedom of expression and public participation is protected.

SLAPPs are a growing threat to democracy and freedom of expression across Europe. They
are used to intimidate and drain the resources of Environmental defenders, who are
particularly vulnerable to SLAPPs, as they often challenge powerful interests and expose
wrongdoing.
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We urge all organisations and individuals who support environmental protection and freedom
of expression to join us in condemning these SLAPP lawsuits and calling for justice for Save
los Association. Use the hashtag #StandWithSavelos to show your support and raise
awareness about this important issue. Together, we can fight back against SLAPPs and
protect the right to speak out in defense of our environment and communities.

Notes

Mr. Angelos Michalopoulos is a Greek businessman and real estate developer with
significant investments in los Island. He controls five companies involved in large-scale
tourism and property development projects on the island. Mr. Michalopoulos has been the
subject of public scrutiny and criticism due to concerns about the environmental impact of
these projects and repeated violations of environmental and building laws.

https://calilogroup.com/en/about-us/the-michalopoulos-family/

Greek Statement Version

O ZuvaoTmopog katd Twv SLAPPs otnv Eupwtrn (CASE) katadikdlel TIg OUVEXICOUEVEG
aywy£g Katé Tou owparteiou ZwaoTte TNV lo (Save 10s), evdg un KEPOOOTKOTTIKOU POPER TTOU
£XEl WG BaocIKG OKOTTO TNV TTPOoTACIA TOU TTEPIBAANOVTOG Kal TNG TTONITIOTIKAG KANpOovouIdg
G lou.

O1 aywyég kKaTd Tou Save los ekmopevovTal atro Tov K. AyyeAo MixaAGTTOUAO Kal ETAIPEIEG
TTOU EAEyYOVTal ATTO AUTOV. AQOopouv dnudoieg TTapeUBACEIG TOU Save 10S OXETIKA PE
mepIBarovTIKEG auBaipeaieg kal dpvnon TTpdoaong o€ dnUOCIOUG XWPOUG OTTWG TTAPAAIES
Kal yovotrdtia. To CASE e&étaoe TG aywyég auTég Kail emTiBeBaiwvel 0T eival SLAPPS,
OnAadn ZTpaTtnyikég AywyEg Katd TG ZUPeToXG Tou Koivou.

To Save los avTipeTwTiCel TTOAOTTAEG aywyEG SLAPPS, oupTtrepiAapfavouévng yiag
TTOIVIKNG UTTOBEONG OTTOU £TTICNTEITAI TTOIVI) QUAAKIONG YIa TN dnuoaieucn TTANPOPOPIWY TTOU
atroKaAU@Onkav katd n didpkeia dnuociag dikng oTnv oTroia To Save 10S CUPETEIXE. 2€
GAAN €KKPEWN UTTOBEDN, €TaIPEIEG TTOU EAEyXOVTal aTTO TOV K. MIXaAGTTOUAO I UpiovTal
«0BEUITO avTaywvioud» €TTe1dr To Save los avéepe TTEPIBAAOVTIKES TTAPABACEIS O€
IBI0KTNOIEG TOUG Kal dpvnon TTPOoRacng ato Koivo o€ diTAavi TTapalia. AuTéG ol aBdoipeg
VOUIKEG EVEPYEIEG OKOTTEUOUV OTO VA ATTOTPEWOUV TO Save los atrd To va aokei dnuocia
KPITIKI] KAT& TOU K. MIXQAGTTOUAOU Kal TwV ETAIPEILY TOU. ATTOBappUVvouV YeVIKOTEPA AToUa
Kal Qopeig atro TIg KuKAGdEG Kal 6An TNv EAAGSa atrd 1o va JIAooUV avoixTd yia
TTEPIBAANOVTIKEG AUBAIPETIEG.


https://calilogroup.com/en/about-us/the-michalopoulos-family/
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Aegv gival n TpwTN @opd TTou TO Save los avTigeTwTTiCel aywyr) SLAPP. To 2023, Trapouola
aywyn SLAPP TTou €ixe kavel o K. MixahdtmouAog katd Tou Save los atroppigBnke. To
OIKAOTHPIO avayvwpIoE TO VOUIUO evdlagpépov Tou Save |0s yia Ty TTpoaTacia Tou
mepIBGAANovTOG TG Tou, KaBWG Kal TNV aAfBsia auTwy TTou To Save los avépepe dnuooia. H
vikn auTr] KatadeikvUel TO aBACIPo Twv aywywy Tou K. MixaAdtmrouAou kaTd Tou Save los kai
UTTOYPaUiCel TN onpacia TG avTioTaons Katd Twv SLAPPs. Evw o K. MixaAétTouAog
KATadIKAOTNKE atrd 10 SIKAOTAPIO va amolnuiwael To Save 10s yia 1a OIKaoTIKG £€0da, Oev TO
£XEl KAvel akOpa, dUo Xpovia PJETA TNV KaTadikn.

To CASE ek@pddlel Tnv aAAnAeyyun Tou oTo Save los kai {nTé:

1. Tnv Taxeia kal ouclaoTiKn evowudtwon TN avTi-SLAPP odnyiag Tng Eupwtraikng
‘Evwong otnv €6vikA vouoBeaia, cUPNQwWVa e Ta TTPOTUTTA TTOU OUVESTNOE TO ZUMUBOUAIO
NG Eupwttng Tov AtrpiAio Tou 2024.

2. Tnv g&€taon Twv KaTayyeASUEVWY TTEPIBAAAOVTIKWV auBaIpETIWV Kal TNG dpvnong
TPooRaong o€ dnUdoIoug Xwpous atnv lo, kKal TNV AQEn TWV atTapaitnTwy JETPWYV yid
TNV TTpooTagia Tou TTEPIBAAAOVTOG Kal Tou dnudCIoU CUUPEPOVTOG.

3. Tnv emmayputrvnon atmmd tnv EAANVIKA Aikaloouvn yia Tov eVTOTTIONS KAl TAV AVTIMETWTTION
aywywv SLAPP, woTe va dIac@aMIoTEl N TTpooTacia TOU DIKAIWUATOS TNG EAeUBEpiag TNG
£KQPAoNG Kal TNG CUPKETOXNG TOU KOIVOU oToV dnudaoio didAoyo.

O1 aywyég SLAPPs atroteAoUv pia auéavouevn atrelAn yia Tn dnuokpaTtia Kal TNV eAsuBepia
NG ékQpaaong o€ 6An Tnv Eupwtrn. XpnoiyotroioUvTal HETAEU GAAWYV yia va ek@oRicouv
ATONA KAl OPYAVWOEIG TTOU UTTEPACTTICOVTAl TO TTEPIBAAAOV Kal va £EQVTAROOUV TOUG TTOPOUG
TOUG, OI OTTOI0I CUXVA Eival TTEPIOPICUEVOI OE AVTIBEON PE TOUG TTOPOUG TTOU OI TTapaBATES
éxouv oTn d1GBeoT) TOuG.

KahoUpe OAEG TIG OPYAVWOEIG KOI TO ATOUA TTOU UTTOOTNPICOUV TNV TTPOCTACIA TOU
TTEPIBAANOVTOG Kal TNV EAEUBEPIA TNG £KPPACNG VO CUPPETAOKOUV OTNV KOTODIKN AUTWV TWV
aywywv SLAPP kai va atraitTicouv dikaloouvn yia 1o Save los. XpnoigotroifoTe To hashtag
#StandWithSavelos yia va dgigeTe TNV UTTOOTHPIEN OOG KAl VO EUAICONTOTTOINCETE TO KOIVO
yla auto 1o onpavtikd ¢ATUa. Madi utropouue va avTioTaBoupe oTIg aywyég SLAPPS kail va
TTPOCTATEUCOUNE TO BIKAIWUA va JIAGPE avoiXTd yia TRV UTTEPACTTION TOu TTEPIBAAAOVTOG KAl
TWV KOIVOTATWYV JaG.

2NUEILOEIG:

O k. Ayyehog MixaAdtToulog gival ‘EAANvaG eTTixeEipnpaTiag Tou dpacTnploTrolgitTal oTo real
estate kal Tov Toupiopd oTnVv lo. EAEyxel TTEVTE ETAIPEIEG TTOU £XOUV UAOTTOINOEI TOUPIOTIKEG
€eVOUOEIG OTO VNOi Kal PIAN0BOEOUV va UAOTTOINCOUV TTEVOUCEIG OKOUA PHEYAAUTEPNG
KAipokag. ‘Exel BpeBei oTo €TTIKEVTPO TNG BNUOOIAG KPITIKAG Adyw avnouxIwy yia ToV
TTEPIBAAANOVTIKO QVTIKTUTTO TWV ETTEVOUCEWY TOU, KABWG KAI KATAYYEAIWV VIO ONUAVTIKEG
Tapapdaoceig TNG TEPIBAANOVTIKAG Kal TTOAe0SOMIKAG vOu0BEaTiag.
https://calilogroup.com/en/about-us/the-michalopoulos-family/






